responses to a central target item that can either be been suggested that such biological motion propresented alone or in the presence of additional surcessing can be accomplished relatively automatically rounding items. The critical finding is that when the to-[1-5], few studies have directly tested this assumption be-ignored flankers map on to a response that conflicts by using behavioral methods. Here we used a flanker with the current target, speed and accuracy is worse paradigm [6-8] to assess how peripheral "to-bethan when the flankers are absent or are compatible ignored" walkers affect the processing of a central with the target. Such tasks are highly appealing, betarget walker. Our results suggest that task-irrelevant cause they provide an indirect method to assess the dynamic figures cannot be ignored and are processed processing of the flanking items. to a level where they influence behavior. These findTypically, the target and flankers are simple stimuli ings provide the first direct evidence that complex such as letters or digits, and the observer is explicitly dynamic patterns can be processed incidentally, a told to ignore the flanking items [6-7]. As shown in Figure  finding 
Figure 1. Overview of Stimuli and Design
In all experiments we used a standard algorithm to generate synthetic point-light figures [39] . Each figure consisted of 11 dots (0.2Њ), drawn in black on a gray background, and subtended 3.8Њ in height (head to ankle) and 1.2Њ in width (at the most extended point of the step cycle). The figures were drawn in profile, facing left or right relative to the observer, and animated with a simulated natural walking speed of 38 strides per minute [40] . Figure 3C . There was a main effect of eccentricity, F(4,76) ϭ 32.8, p Ͻ .001, as well as significant flanker type ϫ eccentricity, F(4,76) ϭ 4.1, p Ͻ .01, and congruency ϫ eccentricity, F(4,76) ϭ 11.6, p Ͻ .001, interactions. The three-way flanker type ϫ congruency ϫ eccentricity interaction, however, did not reach significance, F(4,76) ϭ 1.6, p ϭ .17. This suggests that there is a reliable difference between congruent and incongruent conditions for both static and dynamic trials. 
